Chapter V
ALPINE CLIMBING
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HEN any man becomes famous in the later days of
his life, it is natural to search for signs of future greatness
in the days of his youth.
When Pius XI succeeded to the Papacy, and even
earlier, when he became Cardinal Archbishop of Milan,
his previous career as an Alpinist was recalled, and there
was, in fact, more truth about his greatness as a climber
than is usual in the case of men who become famous.
That is to say, whether he had ever become Pope or not,
in the annals of Alpine climbing he woidd have always
held a prominent position.
It is another matter when we try to think whether his
Alpine training has something to do with his influence on.
the Papacy, but it can be truly said that in his climbing
days Pope Pius XI showed an immense strength, a great
level-headedness and a determination to carry through
what he had started on, all qualities which would be
likely to be of use to him in difficult times later on*
He was born in Desio, a smalltown not more than twelve
miles north of Milan, not very far from Lake Como. In
the distance from his home could be seen the snow-clad
peaks of the Alpine range, and it must have been during
his early boyhood that he first developed a keen desire to
explore those mountains. He was an early riser, some-